
    Battle River School Division is sharing infor-
mation about a North America-wide cybersecu-
rity incident involving PowerSchool, a widely 
used system for managing student information. 
   The BRSD said in a release it has been 
informed of a North America-wide cybersecuri-
ty incident involving PowerSchool, a widely 
used system for managing student information. 
This breach has impacted numerous school divi-
sions across Alberta and hundreds across North 
America. 
   “PowerSchool has assured us that immediate 
action was taken to stop unauthorized access, 
and the breach is now contained,” stated the 
school division. 
   “PowerSchool confirmed that whatever data 
the unauthorized user accessed has been delet-
ed and that no copies of that information were 

shared online. 
   “We want to reassure our families and staff 
that sensitive information such as financial data 

(credit card or banking information), student 
profile pictures, and computer passwords were 
not accessed or stored within PowerSchool.”
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   The Government of Alberta is now accepting 
nominations for the 2024-2025 Minister’s 
Seniors Service Awards.  
   These awards have been celebrating individu-
als demonstrating kindness and dedication to 
seniors in the province for 26 years.  
   During this time almost 200 individuals, busi-
nesses, and non-profit organizations have been 
recognized and presented with an award. 
   Nominations will be accepted in five cate-
gories including the individual award, business 
award, Alice Modin award which has a focus on 
volunteerism, non-profit award, and special 

service awards with a focus on bridging genera-
tions and community philanthropy in action. 
   “I sincerely appreciate every Albertan who 
dedicates their time and energy to uplift the 
lives of seniors across the province,” said Jason 
Nixon, Minister of Seniors, Community and 
Social Service. 
   “They play an important role in helping 
Alberta’s seniors live happy, healthy and 
vibrant lives. I encourage everyone to nominate 
a volunteer or organization that they believe 
deserves our thanks and recognition for their 
hard work.” 
   Eligible nominees include volunteers, health-
care workers, and community leaders commit-

ted to improving seniors’ lives. Contributions 
must have occurred between April 2023 and 
March 2024, with a nomination deadline of 
April 30 of this year.  
   Winners will be honoured at a ceremony in the 
fall of 2025, that acknowledges their exceptional 
dedication.  
   Nominations can be submitted online, 
through mail, or by email. 
   A lifelong resident of Tofield, Yvonne Brown, 
was nominated for this award in 2023. She was 
recognized for her extensive involvement with 
over 32 volunteer organizations, including Busy 
B Bargains, the Boyle Street project, and the 
Tofield/Ryley and Area food bank.

Nominations for Minister’s Senior Service Awards now open

BRSD says ‘PowerSchool’ cyber security breach contained
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Cal Braid  
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

 
   Conservative MP Martin Shields delivered a 
homegrown message in the House of Commons 
in late December, expressing concerns about car-
bon tax and the policies that affect agriculture in 
Alberta. 
   He pointed to the capital gains tax, which he 
said was “supposedly for some kind of elite 
businesses, but it really does affect businesses 
such as family farms. It goes along with the GST 
tax break, which the Liberals found is not get-
ting them any bump because it is not one that 
works either.” 
   On the topic of family farms, he said, “The 
average 5,000-acre farm in Canada is paying 
about $150,000 every single year in carbon taxes. 
For an irrigation company, that multiplies at 
least to another $100,000. I know that my col-
league will suggest other forms of energy, but 
natural gas and propane, and natural gas in par-
ticular, create power, and this is what is used in 
our part of the world.” 
   Greenhouses that grow tomatoes, green pep-
pers, lettuce and strawberries are facing huge 
costs, he said. At a combined $22 million a year 
in carbon taxes and expected to rise to $82 to 
$100 million by 2030, the expense is prohibitive. 
   “We have 44 per cent of fresh fruit and veg-
etable growers already telling us that they are 
selling at a loss, and their statements show it. We 
have 77 per cent who cannot cover their produc-
tion costs, and we have 77 per cent of produce 
growers in Canada close to going under,” he 
said. 

   According to his sources, Alberta farmers paid 
$17 million in carbon tax last year just on natural 
gas and propane to dry their grain and to heat 
and cool their barns. He said Bill C-234, which 
would have exempted the carbon tax charged 
on natural gas and propane used by farmers to 
dry their grain and heat their barns, was “gut-
ted” by senators. 
   Shields quoted the president of the University 
of Alberta, Bill Flanagan, who said, “We under-
stand energy, and we understand innovation. 
After more than a century of energy break-
throughs, we have learned the key to success: 
when you bring together the right people, you 
push the boundaries of innovation.” 
   Flanagan said it was important to bring acade-
mia, industry, and government together to 
“advance the solutions that will reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions and diversify the economy.” 

    Shields wasn’t through making his point. He 
said, “At the ag committee recently, CN Rail rep-
resentatives were there and they were asked 
about the carbon tax. For Saskatchewan, CN 
said that the carbon tax bill was $36 million just 
for transporting produce out of Saskatchewan, 
and then we can multiply that by Alberta and 
Manitoba.” 
    And then the kicker. “They were asked 
whether CN pays the carbon tax, and they said, 
of course not; we just download it to the farm-
ers. This is the problem, which is that the carbon 
tax will be downloaded.” 
    “These are not rebate operations. There is no 
rebate for these large farm operations. They are 
the ones who do a great job of…food security 
produced in Canada, but they are being taxed 
severely. This is the challenge with the carbon 
tax, and it needs to be stopped,” he admonished.
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