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Patricia Harcourt 
 
   The snooker table at the 
Viking Seniors’ Centre got a 
new cover last Friday, Nov. 1. 
The work was done by Mike 
Wasyliw of Mike’s Billiard 
Service, who travelled from 
Sherwood Park for the day-
long job. 
   Wasyliw said the replace-
ment of the cloth on top of the 
billiard table was “just routine 
maintenance,”  adding: “It just 
gets worn out over time.” 
   He estimated the last time the 
table itself got an overhaul was 
10 to 15 years previously but it 
was still in very good condi-
tion. 
   “The county funded half the 
cost,” said Garry Wolosinka, 
past-President of the Seniors 
Centre, who was on hand 
watching the delicate process 
of taking off the old layer and 
replacing it with a new cloth. 
   The total cost was $1,600 with 
10 per cent taken off for sen-
iors, he said. 
   “Normally, it would be about 
$1,800 with travel,” said 
Wasyliw. And Wolosinka said 
the quality of the work was 
important in recovering a 
snooker table. 
   “We have to have the proper 
person to do the job,” he said, 
adding Mike was that person. 
The work of ensuring the cover 
is on properly also involves 
ensuring the snooker table is 
level when it is being applied. 
   “The floor shifts sometimes,” 
said Wasyliw. “We’ll fine tune 
(the levelling) if we need to.” 
   Wolosinka credited the help 
of Beaver County and Division 

5 Councillor Dale Pederson for 
getting the prompt approval 
for the repair after applying to 
the county’s September intake 
of its Community Support 
Program.  
   The county gave the seniors 
centre an $880 operational 
grant for installation of a new 
pool table cover for the 6X12 
snooker table “as the cloth has 
been ripped in a couple places, 
plus it is probably 30 plus years 
old,” stated the application. 
   There are currently 10 regular 
members that use the snooker 
table. Also it is used when fam-
ilies rent the facility. 
   “That would probably bring 
the user numbers up to 165 or 
more,” stated the application. 
   Wolosinka is hoping to get 
more people interested in using 
the table on a regular basis. “It 
was just time to get something 
done,” he said, adding his grat-
itude to the county for helping 
to make it happen. 
   “We’re trying to get more 
people into the game,” said 
Wolosinka, a player himself.  
   The table itself is about 2,000 
lb. in weight due to the shale 
topping underneath the cloth. 
Wasyliw was being helped by 
Brian Sharp who has a pool 
room in Wainwright and want-
ed to pick up some tips on 
repair and upkeep of these 
tables, of which there are two 
in the Viking centre. 
   Sharp said that, because the 
pockets are smaller and the dis-
tance is larger,” on a snooker 
table, people seem to prefer the 
smaller billiard table. 
   “There is very little room for 
error,” with snooker, he said.

Snooker table repairman Mike Wasoyliw cleans and levels off the shale which makes the 
2,000 lb. table so heavy. PATRICIA HARCOURT PHOTOS

Snooker table made over courtesy community support program
County covers half the cost of snooker table repairs at Viking Seniors Centre
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Mike Ellis 
Minister of Public Safety 
and Emergency Services 

Province of Alberta 
 
   Dealing with the after-
math of a crime can be 
challenging for victims, 
and everyone’s journey to 
recovery is different.  
   Alberta’s government is 
committed to making sure 
victims get the support 
they need, which is why 
we are changing how vic-
tim services currently 
operates to ensure every 
Albertan in every corner of 

the province will have 
access to the help they 
need when they need it.  
   Alberta’s government 
decision to overhaul the 
Victim Services Unit (VSU) 
model, with its 60 detach-
ment-based and locally 
governed units, was made 
with careful consideration 
of the current challenges 
facing the system. A com-
prehensive review of the 
current system – one that 
included discussions with 
150 stakeholder groups – 
identified inconsistencies 
and gaps in services that 

had been developing over 
a long period of time and 
needed to be addressed.  
   Under the old model, 14 
areas had no local victim 
services unit, which is why 
the new model being 
implemented by Alberta’s 
government ensures every 
RCMP detachment in the 
province will have access 
to consistent victim servic-
es.  
   That means if you were a 
victim of crime in a certain 
part of Alberta, you had no 
service. This was unac-
ceptable.  

   Also, under the old 
model, each unit was oper-
ated by an independent 
society, which resulted in a 
lack of integration and 
resource-sharing. Under 
the new model, regional 
governance will ensure 
each community can draw 
on resources to keep their 
public services stable and 
consistent.  
   To address these issues, 
we're moving towards a 
regional governance 
model with four integrated 
Regional Victim Serving 
Societies. Classification: 
Protected A. These region-
al societies will help vic-
tims by increasing the reli-
ability, of support across 
the province. This means 
that victims will have 
access to stable and consis-
tent levels of care and 
assistance, regardless of 
their location. It’s a new 
approach that will allow 
for greater flexibility to 
deliver services at the com-
munity level where they 
are needed most.  
   With a renewed focus on 
the needs of victims, this 
approach will streamline 
operations, foster collabo-
ration both within and 

across regions, and ensure 
all Albertans have fair 
access to critical victim 
services. As well, the 
changes mean that the 
total number of frontline 
employees will increase 
from 130 to 153, and both 
frontline employees and 
local volunteer advocates 
will have the resources and 
training necessary to better 
serve victims in their com-
munities.  
   The regional societies 
are independent, and they 
make their own staffing 
decisions for the units in 
their regions.  
   The primary goal of 
these changes is to ensure 
that victims and survivors 
have access to the supports 
they need to recover and 
rebuild their lives in the 
aftermath of a crime or 
tragedy.  
I have met with many 
municipalities and the 
Rural Municipalities of 
Alberta, and we have 
incorporated feedback into 
the redesign. 
   Airdrie Mayor Peter 
Brown supported the 
redesign and said, “We 
look forward to working 
with the new team, provid-

ing the same efficient, car-
ing & compassionate serv-
ice that supports our com-
munity at their most vul-
nerable times.”  
   Mayor Megan Hanson, 
from the Town of Sylvan 
Lake told me the redesign 
is a “Much-needed 
change.”  
   She said, "Under the pre-
vious Victims Services 
model, staff and volun-
teers in Sylvan Lake tried 
valiantly to provide and 
maintain supports for vic-
tims of crime but lacked 
adequate supports This 
shift to a new model is a 
positive and much-needed 
change for our community. 
A regional model helps to 
pool resources and gives 
us confidence that victims 
in Sylvan Lake and across 
Alberta will receive the 
help they truly deserve.” 
   Alberta’s government is 
taking action so every 
community across our 
province will have access 
to the services and sup-
port.  
   To those who are victims 
of crime or tragedy, 
Alberta’s government will 
be there regardless of 
where you live. 
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Op-ed: Victim Services redesign - all victims of crime deserve support 

Patricia Harcourt 
 
   Beaver County’s fall 
intake of community sup-
port requests were all 
approved except for one at 
the regular meeting of 
council in October.  
   There were five requests 
approved for $2,500 each, 
including the Blackfoot 
Grazing Association for 
clearing and replacing 
fenceline; the Happy 
Wanderers to help with 
transportation costs for 
seniors; the Borschiw 
Social Guild for upgrades 
to the hall; the Beaverhill 
Bird Observatory Society 
for mileage and expense 
costs for school presenta-
tions; and, the Association 
for Life-Wide Living of 
Alberta to support the 
upcoming BRAIN (Battle 
River Arts Innovation and 
Neuroscience) conference. 
   Also awarded was 
$3,500 as an operating 
grant to the Katchemut 
Creek Family Horse Club 
for insurance, equipment 
and building a storage 
shed. 
   The Holden Municipal 
Library received $1,200 
towards the upgrading of 
two computer stations. 
   The Viking Senior 
Citizens Centre was grant-
ed $880 for a pool table 
cover. 
   And the Cloverlodge 
Stampede Association 
received an operating 
grant of $8,150.27 to build 
back pens for their annual 
rodeo. 
   And two organizations 
were granted funding over 
and above the $2,500 limit, 
he noted, citing Katchemut 
and Cloverlodge. 
   In all the amount given 
out for the fall intake was 
$26,230.27. 
   Ryan Arndt, general 
manager of corporate serv-
ices, explained that all the 
requests meet the policy 

criteria except the Bruce 
Hotel’s request regarding 
its annual car show. 
   As the hotel is a for prof-
it organization, it is not eli-
gible for the community 
support funding, he said.  
The hotel had requested 
$1,695 to cover expenses to 
host their Show and Shine 
event. 
   “Administration has 
reviewed this request ad it 
does not meet the policy 
eligibility criteria as the 
Bruce Hotel is not a com-
munity organization but a 
private for profit compa-
ny,” stated Arndt. 
   “I understand it doesn’t 

fit the criteria,” said 
Councillor Lionel Williams 
(Division 2), “but I wonder 
if the county could some-
how support that event.” 
   And Councillor Dale 
Pederson (Division 5) said 
he “wondered if the hotel 
could partner with a com-
munity organization like 4-
H,” that would be eligible 
for a support request. 
   Reeve Kevin Smook 
(Division 1) agreed that 
with that kind of scenario 
and partnering with a non-
profit, the car show could 
re-apply in time for the 
spring intake for next 
year’s car show.

Killam
Chrysler • Dodge • Jeep

Big Town Dealership, 

Campbell
McLennan

✦CHRYSLER  DODGE  JEEP

KILLAM, ALTA.

 Campbell Campbell
McLennanMcLennan

CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM
Toll Free 1-877-385-2331 Killam, AB

www.campbellmclennan.com

We’re hiring! 
We’re looking for an 

Automotive Mechanic!
Are you tired of your current environment and looking for 
a change?

Do you want to work in a tight-knit rural community for an 
honest, prosperous Company?

If you possess leadership qualities, are full of energy, very 
well organized, a highly motivated individual, represent 
excellent communication skills, enthusiasm, and love 
helping customers and thrive on solving mechanical 
problems, WE NEED TO TALK!

We offer a clean, fun, safe, and warm environment to 
work in. Competitive pay plan. Benefits package.

Apply by resume Attention Wes, 
in person at Campbell McLennan Chrysler in 

Killam or by fax 780-385-3803
or email wcampbell@cmchrysler.ca or 

Gerry Keyzer Service Manager 
at service@cmchrysler.ca

Fall intake of support requests approved
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