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   The latest meeting on a car-
bon capture project that would 
see sequestration of carbon 
dioxide in the local region pro-
vided an update on upcoming 
fall and winter activity. 
   A supper meeting was held 
on Thursday, Oct. 3, at the 
Viking Community Hall to 
explain next steps that involve 
testing underground where 
rock strata could potentially 
store CO2, building a pipeline 
to transport it to the area, and 
ensuring the necessary infra-
structure will be in place to 
inject it four to six kilometres 
into the ground. 
   Carbon dioxide emissions 
would be shipped to this part of 
East Central Alberta via 
pipeline from industrial activity 
in the heartland region of the 
province. 
   On June 26, Shell announced 
the final investment decision 
for Polaris carbon capture proj-
ect and Atlas Carbon Storage 
Hub. The Hub is owned by 
Shell and Atco which is spear-
heading the carbon capture 
project for this area. 
   Shell has proposed a carbon 
capture project called Polaris 
with carbon dioxide emissions 
to be stored with the Atlas  
Carbon Storage Hub. 
   Geophysicist Alexa 
Tomlinson said the company 
plans to collect 3-D seismic data 
this fall to determine if the rock 
formations under the soil are 
good CO2 sequestration materi-
al. 
   “This is an exciting year,” she 
said, referring to where the 
project is currently at in terms 
of progress. “We first need a 
well…We will drill and bring 
up rock to see what is there.” 
   Once the drilling down into 
the well, built in August, is 
occurs, “we’ll cut a tube of 
rock,” which will provide “crit-
ical data for us.” she said, and 

will be sent to the lab for test-
ing.  
   “Ultimately, (the rock sam-
ples) will be cut in half and then 
determined how much CO2 can 
be stored there,” she said, in the 
rock cavities. 
   The salt water that is now in 
the underground rock forma-
tions will be removed to give 
space for the sequestration of 
carbon dioxide. 
   Other testing will be done, 
including bringing up water 
samples,  “to see how it moves 
through the rocks.” 
   Tomlinson said that this win-
ter seismic activity would also 
be conducted. This involves 
company officials reaching out 
to landowners for permission to 
do these tests on their property. 
Employees will use snowmo-
biles to access the land do pre-
seismic water testing. After the 
New Year seismic trucks will 
come out to send vibrations into 
the ground to provide pictures 
of what is in that ground. 
   “In order to bring CO2 here 
we are going to have to build a 
pipeline,” she added. The 
pipeline aspect of this project 
has piqued the interest of 
Beaver County in terms of 
wanting to explore a mutual 
collaboration. 
   All five councillors on Beaver 
County Council attended the 
meeting. During the question 
and answer period, Deputy 
Reeve Gene Hrabec (Division 3) 
inquired about using this yet to 
be built pipeline for also bring-
ing in water for the local area 
along with the CO2 for the car-
bon capture project. 
   “I challenged the pipeline 
guy about bringing processed 
water in,” he said, “but I got no 
answer back.” He noted that the 
county already has a potable 
water pipeline running through 
to service local towns and vil-
lages, and questioned why 
more pipelines couldn’t do the 
same. 

   Company officials agreed to 
meet with the county after the 
meeting. 
   In the meantime, another 
attendee asked where the salt 
water would be taken once it is 
removed from underground to 
make way for carbon sequestra-
tion. The answer included a 
statement that there would be a 
natural dissipation of much of 
the water, which would be put 
into  containment areas. 
   Another person expressed 
concern about good farmland 
being used up in the process of 
carbon capture. 
   “We are not looking for areas 
where there is good farmland 
(to use),” said Tomlinson, 
adding: “The work is mainly 
underground.” 
   What is being done on the 
surface is just a point of injec-
tion, she said, “so it is not in a 
concentrated area...We’ll be 
testing deep…not on the sur-
face.” 
   Beaver County has been 
exploring other avenues of 
water for economic develop-
ment and other purposes for the 
past couple of years.Earlier in 
the year, a 2024 Priorities 
Planning workshop was con-
ducted. 
   “During the workshop, it was 
determined that the investiga-
tion into alternate water sources 
is a priority,” manager of trans-

portation Dan Blackie stated at 
that time. The project is called 
the Water Viability Project and 
the purpose is to address the 
long term solutions for possible 
water shortages pertaining to 
human consumption, agricul-
ture and industrial usage. 
   Apart from drought issues, 
the county wants to increase its 
supply of water in order to 
carry out an economic develop-
ment plan that includes an 
expansion of Equity Industrial 
Park, among other ideas as the 
county’s new economic devel-
opment committee. sets to 
work. 
   The Alberta government has 
stated that it “recognizes that 
water is a vital resource,” 
adding that in order to continue 
attracting investment and 
development, municipalities 
need modern and effective 
water treatment facilities, 
including high priority water 
supply projects, water and 
wastewater treatment plants, 

and disposal facilities in small 
communities. 
   Late last year Reeve Kevin 
Smook wrote a letter to Premier 
Danielle Smith concerning the 
county’s “current challenge of a 
secondary water supply to 
attract investment and develop-
ment.” 
   But the need for more water 
to accomplish this is not possi-
ble through the current deliver-
er of potable water, the 
Highway 14 Regional Water 
Services Commission. Smook 
said that line is “at capacity.” 
   Smook has called a secondary 
supply of water “critical” to the 
county’s efforts to diversify its 
agricultural base, encourage 
economic development and 
ensure public safety. 
   He asked the province to help 
the county explore opportuni-
ties for reusing processed water 
and said the county would 
advocate along with other 
municipal partners facing the 
same challenges.

Members of Beaver County Council attended the meeting on carbon capture at the Viking 
Community Hall last Thursday. Division 3 Councillor and Deputy Reeve Gene Hrabec Hrabec 
asked a question concerning using the pipeline that would carry CO2 to the local sequestration 
sites for other purposes. 

Carbon capture meeting provides update
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   Beaver County officials continue to 
review policies as part of an ongoing 
project to update the procedures and 
bylaws that govern the county. 
   The Centennial Settler Award Policy 
ADM-002 was rescinded before the 
new Policy CS-006 of the same name 
was adopted. 
   “Council acknowledges the signifi-
cant contribution made by settlers in 
Alberta and is proud to recognize the 
Centennial anniversary of settlers in 
Beaver County,” stated Aimee Boese, 
manager for external relations and spe-
cial projects at the Sept. 18 meeting of 
county council. 
   As part of the county’s policy review, 
Boese said the Settler Award needed 
minor revisions “to ensure that this 
policy is in alignment with other 
award/recognition policies,” the coun-
ty has in place. 
   This meant renumbering the policy 
and adding administrative procedures 
to outline how to administer the policy. 
   The application form was updated to 
add amendments, and this form will 
be made separate from the policy to 
make it easier to change when neces-
sary. 
   A new policy regarding community 
hall funding was also accepted by 
county council. 
   Policy REC-0003 and accompanying 

administrative procedure was rescind-
ed in favour of Policy CS-007, a new 
policy for community hall funding. 
   “The county recognizes that rural 
community hall organizations are chal-
lenged to meet increasing operating 
costs and will provide financial sup-
port to assist with current needs relat-
ed to insurance, utilities, and gravel-
ling of accesses and parking lots,” stat-
ed Boese. 
   Amendments to the community hall 
funding policy added clarity to the def-
initions and the guidelines for appli-
cants, se said. And the application 
forms were updated to reflect any 
changes, and are to be kept separate for 
easier updating when needed. 
   The annual amount for funding of 
insurance and utilities has been raised 
from $1,000 to $1,500 each, but “retain 
in-kind support for gravelling of 
accesses and parking lots.” 
   The hall funding increase was made 
following a recommendation by the 
Governance and Priorities Committee. 
   The Community Support Program 
was also updated with the rescinding 
of former policy ADM-003, and adop-
tion of Policy CS-008. 
   “Council appreciates the positive 
contributions that community organi-
zations make to the quality of life in 
the Beaver County region,” stated 
Boese, and financial help may be 
required to further the goals of these 

organizations. 
   “Each year Beaver County establish-
es a budget for this program and eligi-
ble community organizations are able 
to apply for various supports from the 
county including capital/operating 
grants, event sponsorships, promo-
tional items, and school requests.” 
   Changes have been made to some 
donations, grants, or scholarships pro-
vided on a regular basis, she said. The 
GPC recommended removing grants 
that were no longer applicable and 
bringing in some annual event scholar-
ships instead. 
   “A revised list of annual community 
supports has been created and…will 
be included as Schedule ‘A’ of Policy 
CS-008,” said Boese. 
   The application form for this policy 
has also been updated as a separate 
policy to make this process easier as 
well. 
   Boese added that the new applica-
tion form and policy will not go into 
effect until Jan. 1, 2025, “so as not to 
affect current fall applications.” 
   She added: “The application dead-
line for the policy will remain at 
February 28 and September 30 of each 
year.” 
   The budget for this year’s program 
was $75,000, she said, and comes from 
the county’s annual budget. 
Additional funding of $33,560 for the 
annual approved grants is a separate 

budget item, said the report under 
financial implications. 
   “Since the remaining budget has 
been sufficient in the past to fund 
requests, no additional funds are need-
ed.” 
   County Council agreed to also 
amend External Communications 
Policy CMM-002 “to create new social 
media accounts specifically dedicated 
to tourism,” as outlined by 
Communications Coordinator Tracy 
Popick. 
   “These accounts will not only pro-
mote Beaver County assets such as the 
county’s campgrounds, but also high-
light other tourism opportunities with 
the Beaver Region,” said Popick. 
   The original policy came into being 
last fall but restricted the promotion of 
private companies on county social 
media sites. 
   “Administration is proposing an 
amendment to the policy to allow for 
exceptions if tourism or economic 
development focused accounts or sites 
are created,” Popick explained. 
   “The proposed accounts will be per-
mitted to promote local businesses, 
events and attractions that contribute 
to the region’s tourism landscape,” she 
said. “Additionally, these policy 
changes will enable a greater focus on 
economic development initiatives 
through the appropriate accounts.”

Policy updates increase hall funding, promote county tourism

Patricia Harcourt 
 
   Beaver County Council rescinded an 
older councillor remuneration policy 
(CCL-003) and, after much discussion, 
replaced it with an updated policy called 
GOV-006. 
   “Over the last several months, the 
Governance and Priorities Committee 
(GPC) has carefully considered changes 
to the method by which councillors are 
paid,” stated Margaret Jones, manager of 
legislative services. 
   GPC did a survey comparing other 
rural municipalities regarding rates and 
methods of remuneration.  
   “Although the survey suggested that 
most municipalities are adopting fixed 
rate of remuneration, i.e. fixed monthly 
pay, the GPC has not been comfortable 
with that method,” said Jones. 
   County Council adopted the GPC’s 
recommendation to keep the current 
method of payment at a per meeting rate 
for all council and committee meetings. 
   There were also minor changes, she 
said, including holding future reviews of 
the remuneration rates to coincide with 
staff compensation reviews, replacing a 
three-ear review. 
   Also, councillors who are appointed as 
alternate committee members will only 
be allowed to claim for attendance at a 
maximum of two committee meetings in 
addition to the meetings they attend to 
replace the regular appointee when he 
can’t make the meeting. 
   The reeve and deputy reeve allowance 

will compensate for time spent signing 
financial, contractual, and other docu-
ments and correspondence, without 
using the per meeting rate; and in recog-
nition of the legislative responsibilities 
associated with their positions. 
   Councillors will be allowed to attend 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities’ 
conventions without seeking approval 
from council. 
   Council had set its remuneration rates, 
effective December 20, 2023, at $275.60 
per meeting, as well as $575 per month 
for the Reeve’s monthly allowance; and 
$345 for the Deputy Reeve’s monthly 
allowance. 
   Travel rates as set by Canada Revenue 
Agency, per kilometre are: $.70 for the 
first 5,000 kilometres; and $.64 after 5,000 
kilometres. 
   For campground or private accommo-
dation, the rate was $90 per night. 
   These rates will automatically be revis-
ited at the upcoming organizational 
meeting on October 16. 
   Council then turned to the fees, rates 
and charges set for county residents by 
passing second and third reading to 
Bylaw 24-1155. 
   The bylaw now sets a fee for removal 
of an unauthorized approach. “It is diffi-
cult to determine the time required to 
remove an approach therefore, the fee has 
been set at actual cost,” stated Margaret 
Jones, manager of legislative services. 
   Changes have also been made to the 
fees, rates and charges schedule as these 
have not been altered since 2010. 

Council rejects fixed salaries idea
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