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   Road issues and policies occupied county council’s 
time at the regular meeting Sept. 18. 
   Changes to the road use policy were made by 
rescinding the previous policy (PW-129) and passing 
Policy INFR-015 to take its place. 
   “Utilized by both residents and non-residents alike 
county roadways are the heartbeat of the county,” 
asserted Dan Blackie, general manager of infrastruc-
ture. 
   “It is crucial to protect and preserve the integrity of 
the roads regardless of the type of vehicle using 
them,” he added. 
   Changes were made regarding clarification of 
specifics and additions such as haul routes, road 
bans, road use agreements, road users, and security 
bonds to ensure proper interpretation. 
   The reference to heavy trucks was deleted in the 
new policy, “as it is captured in the type of traffic def-
initions,” stated Blackie, in his report. 
   Plus, “the county utilizes a permit provider; how-
ever, (it) still retains the right to grant or withdraw 
approvals at any time,” he says. 
   As for road use agreements, the report also stated 
that road use agreements must be in place 24-48 
hours prior to the commencement of the haul. 
“Dependent on the type of haul, the county reserves 
the right to require a security bond,” stated the 
report, adding: “Administration will review the 
requested haul routes to ensure that the best options 
are chosen to minimize road damage.” 
   Council also passed an amended road maintenance 
policy merging the former Bus Stop Turn-Around 
Policy into road maintenance. 
   In order to affect this change, the Bus Stop Turn-
Around Policy PW-004 was rescinded. Then the 
amended policy INFR-014 for Road Maintenance 
was passed. 
   The former bus stop policy was reviewed with the 
resulting recommendation that it be amalgamated 
into the Road Maintenance Policy. 
   “The county recognizes the importance of school 
bus services in the community, and will ensure that 
turnaround areas are safe for travel,” Blackie told 
council. 
   He noted that the bus stop turnaround policy was 
approved in 1995, and since then there are other 
school divisions which now operate in the county. 
For that reason administration “recommends granti-
ng equal opportunity to all school divisions.” 
   County Council also passed a 2025 Road 
Construction Program but only after discussion 
based on Blackie’s recommendation that interior sub-
division roads be cemented due to safety concerns. 

   Blackie stated that “administration has observed 
that there are growing safety concerns over the state 
of the roads in the west end subdivisions.” 
   He told council that “many of them were oiled 
roads which administration no longer advises (be 
oiled) as they require too much maintenance and 
cannot accommodate the volume of traffic in these 
areas.” 
   Subdivision were also in poor shape dur to the vol-
ume of traffic and heavy potable water trucks that 
regularly go through them. 
   And trying to fix these interior roads has resulted 
in being “frequently verbally abused by irate resi-
dents who direct their resentment regarding the road 
conditions towards staff members who are merely 
trying to carry out duties,” said Blackie. 
   “Administration places a strong priority on the 
physical safety and mental well being of our employ-
ees and this is a concern,” he said. 
   He referred to a cementing project done seven 
years ago in Islet Lake which was still “in excellent 
shape.” And Carey Ridge Estates’ internal road was 
cemented last year. 
   “Administration recommends that the county 
cement a few subdivision roads each year, beginning 
wit the ones in the worst condition,” he said. “If 
council does not wish to take this approach, then 
administration recommends that the roads be 
reclaimed to gravel.”  
   Blackie began his report by calling this “a big 
topic,” noting that the 2024 construction program 
was not completed due to “unforeseen circum-
stances.” The left over construction projects will be 
carried over into 2025, he said. 
   Deputy Reeve Gene Hrabec (Division 3) referred to 
the harassment of county employees while patching 
roads in the subdivisions. He wanted to know the 
cost of long in long term dust control in the estates 
before he approved a recommendation by adminis-
tration. 
   But Councillor Lionel Williams (Division 2) 
favoured the move, adding “Nobody pays more for 
roads than the subdivisions do.” 
   Williams also asked Blackie if he felt they were 
“getting ahead…for all the time going into (subdivi-
sions) to patch and patch.” 
   “Absolutely not,” replied Blackie. “We’re going in 
there (to patch oiled roads) and our crews are getting 
yelled at.” He said hard surfaces from cementing 
does not have the same issues as oiling does. 
   “It seems to me we’re getting nowhere on this,” 
said Williams. “It’s time to fix it.” 
   A motion by Hrabec to choose Option 2 of the 
cementing created a great deal of discussion but 
failed to pass afterwards. 

   This option did not include cementing in the 
estates, but to do collateral roads, said Blackie. 
   Hrabec said his compromise is that if time allows 
and council provides the budget roads in two estate 
roads could be done in 2025. He noted that there has 
been work in the east end of the county for the past 
three years. 
   But Williams “I think I have to challenge your def-
inition of compromise,” and if time permits, said 
Williams, adding that “there’s no way time is left 
over.” 
   Williams preferred Option 1 of the two options 
given by Blackie for consideration. This option 
includes cementing roads in the estates. Williams 
said that “70 per cent of the terracem is (laid) in the 
eastern side,” of the county. 
   “We’re throwing good money after bad,” he said, 
referring to “all the time and money” spent on patch-
ing roads in the county. 
   “Patching (on oiled roads) doesn’t last two months, 
then you have to go back in and do it again. It’s basi-
cally wasting money,” said Williams. “I think 70 per 
cent on the eastern side of the county is more than 
fair,” but consideration for the west side of the coun-
ty “is also fair.” 
   Blackie added that neither Option 1 or 2 “compro-
mises the east end” of the county. The work in the 
estates is their top issue, he said, referring to the neg-
ative reaction by residents to county workmen. 
   Councillor Barry Bruce (Division 4) asked him if 
the residents would be notified about the county’s 
“big plans” for their estates’ roads in 2025. Blackie  
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   Beaver County Council 
sent its proposed new pol-
icy for councillor roles and 
responsibilities back to 
committee for further con-
sideration. 
   Councillor Dale 
Pederson (Division 5) pro-
vided the sticking point by 
pointing to a section pro-
hibiting councillors from 
speaking to other munici-
pal officials outside of offi-
cial meetings. 
   In referring to Section 
34, Pederson told council 

he “doesn’t see why we 
can’t have a discussion 
with someone else rather 
than *needing to) call a 
meeting…I don’t think it’s 
necessary,” he said, adding 
that “It’s going to happen 
anyway.” 
   “I would like to see it 
deleted,” he said, of 
Section 34. 
   Section 34 states that 
council and/or the reeve 
will only communicate 
with elected members of 
intergovernmental organi-
zations, and may engage 
in discussions with senior 

administrative officials 
from other municipalities 
only during intergovern-
mental meetings, and then 
only to exchange informa-
tion. 
   “Personal and e-mail 
communication beyond 
this forum is improper and 
undermines the relation-
ship between the CAO and 
councillors,” states the 
policy. 
   Section 34 also states 
that council and/or the 
reeve may communicate 
with senior executive offi-
cials of non-profit organi-

zations and the private 
sector. Also, the reeve will 
be the signatory on all cor-
respondence addressed to 
elected members of inter-
governmental organiza-
tions. 
   At council’s Sept. 18 
meeting, Reeve Kevin 
Smook (Division 2) sug-
gested Pederson could 
offer an amendment on the 
motion to pass the policy, 
“or vote accordingly,” to 
which Pederson replied: “I 
will vote against it.” 
   Deputy Reeve Gene 
Hrabec (Division 3) agreed 
with Pederson and asked: 
“Who’s going to police 
that,” giving an example 
of a councillor having a 
chance discussion with a 
mayor. 
   “We should be profes-
sional enough that we 
know we can’t promise 
anything,” he said, point-
ing out that all of council 
has to vote on a motion to 
make any decision official. 
   Also voicing his dis-
agreement with the section 
was Councillor Lionel 

Williams (Division 2). He 
suggested that during dis-
cussions the other person 
could be told that: 
“Official county decisions 
are done only at inter-gov-
ernmental meetings.” 
   CAO Kayleena Spiess 
said administration is try-
ing to prevent “talking to 
another government offi-
cial about government 
business.” Spiess said the 
county’s Code of Conduct 
policy would police this 
prohibition. 
   “Of course, (you can) 
build a relationship with a 
fellow municipal official,” 
she said, but cautioned on 
what is being said when 
one official talks to an 
administrator from anoth-
er municipality. 
   “I’m in support of the 
motion (to pass the poli-
cy),” said Smook. “We 
have a CAO for a reason,” 
with the CAO represent-
ing official positions and 
decisions. 
   “Unofficial discussion 
shouldn’t happen,” he 
said. 

   Pederson offered that 
the section might work if 
other municipalities 
agreed, but added it 
would be difficult to break 
off a conversation once a 
topic is broached. 
   He felt it would be bet-
ter, “if it was just out of 
there,” referring to delet-
ing that section. 
   “We already have a 
Code of Conduct which 
deals with that (issue),” 
said Hrabec, making the 
section redundant. 
   Smook said a complaint 
can be lodged with the 
Code of Conduct and its 
procedural conduct poli-
cies. 
   The motion to pass the 
proposed new Councillor 
Roles and Responsibilities 
Policy was defeated. 
   A motion by Hrabec to 
bring the policy back to 
the Governance and 
Priorities Committee 
meeting for further discus-
sion about Section 34 in 
the policy was passed. The 
next GPC meeting is 
scheduled for Oct. 2.
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replied that there are 
ways that it will be com-
municated to the public. 
   With 60 per cent of the 
taxes paid in the county 
coming from the west 
end residents, Reeve 
Kevin Smook (Division 
1) spoke in favour of 
Option 1 which includes 
cement on subdivision 
roads. He noted that 
there has already been 
“a great amount of work 
done there,” referring to 
the east end of the coun-
ty. 
   “Option 1 provides 
some action in the three 
subdivisions,” he said. 
“We’re already working 
on the hamlets and cen-
tral/eastern ends.” 
   Division 5 Councillor 
Dale Pederson also said: 
“I’m happy with Option 

1,” after adding his 
approval of work being 
planned on Twp. Rd. 
490. 
   But Hrabec said it 
“makes more sense in 
the longer term” to cover 
the commuter roads (in 
Option 2) to benefit 
more residents instead 
of the estate roads (in 
Option 1). 
   And he didn’t think 
how much an area in the 
county pays in taxes 
should be a factor in 
these kinds of decisions, 
asking for a recorded 
vote on his motion for 
the county to adopt 
Option 2. 
   Hrabec’s motion was 
defeated 4-1 with 
Hrabec the only vote in 
favour. 
   A new motion by 
Williams for council to 
adopt Option 1 for 
cementing projects that 
includes places in three 

subdivisions was 
passed. 
   The passed Option 1 
will cement 10.5 miles of 
road in total for about 
$2.94 million, including 
the following: one mile 
in Whispering Hills 
Estate (51308 Rge. Rd. 
195); one mile in Beaver 
Creek Estates (North 
Loop 50514 Rge. Rd. 
202); one mile in 
Kingsway Estates (50106 
Rge. Rd. 200); plus four 
miles on Twp. Rd. 490 
from Hwy. 857 to Rge. 
Rd. 142; three miles on 
Twp. Rd. 490 from Hwy. 
870 to Rge. Rd. 120; and, 
0.5 miles on Rge. Rd. 200 
from Hwy. 630 south 
behind Linbrook Store. 
   The entire road con-
struction program for 
2025 icluded carry over 
projects and mainte-
nance, as well as                 
the cementing prog- 
ram.

Subdivisions 
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   Beaver County Council 
approved a 2024 ice arena 
gold sponsorship of up to 
$1,500 to the Holden 
Agricultural Society, with 
funding provided through 
the Community Support 
Requests program. 
   Aimee Boese, manager 
of external relations and 
special projects, brought a 
request for support from 
the Holden Agricultural 
Society as an emerging 
item so there was no RFD 
in the public agenda pack-
age. 
   With ice going into the 
rink at the Holden 
Complex there were spon-
sorship spots for groups 
and organizations to have 
their logo put in the ice 
itself and/or signs put up 
within the arena. 

   The item came to coun-
cil prior to the 
Community Support 
Program fall intake on 
Sept. 30 due to the ice 
being installed and logos 
for organizations having 
to go in at that time, she 
explained. So decisions 
have to be made prior to 
this deadline. 
   Deputy Reeve Gene 
Hrabec (Division 3) said 
he preferred the county 
contribute for a sign as it 
would then be hung in the 
Complex year-round. 
   Boese said a Beaver 
County sign placed in the 
arena was not as time sen-
sitive a contribution as 
opposed to having a logo 
put in the ice. 
   A motion by Councillor 
Barry Bruce (Division 4) 
for Beaver County to pur-
chase a sign with a gold 

sponsorship of $1,500 was 
passed. 
   In the first two months 
of 2024, the county and 
Village of Holden were 
asked to help pay for the 
power bills for the 
Complex as the ag society 
struggled due to the cost 
of power. 
   At first, there was a 
question of not having ice 
for this 2024-25 hockey 
season, but the communi-
ty and society rallied and 
determined to keep the ice 
and resulting hockey sea-
son going with sponsor-
ships and other fundrais-
ers. 
   The first fundraiser for 
the Complex this season to 
keep operations going will 
be held on Nov. 23, said 
Boese, and will feature a 
Steak Night and Live 
Auction.

Holden Ag Society request for sponsorship
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