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   Beaver County and the Town of Viking are still not 
in agreement about culverts. 
   County council met behind closed doors June 19 to 
discuss Viking’s request that the county not install a 
larger culvert under R.R. 130 as had previously been 
agreed. 
   The road is just adjacent to the Viking Golf and 
Country Club on the east side of Viking, and the cul-
vert could directly affect drainage patterns for that 
area. 
   Specifically, Viking Council believes the current 
smaller culvert is doing its job well and the bigger 
culvert is not necessary at this time. 
   A study of the drainage  in the Town of Viking was 
done several years ago to determine what needed to 
be done after significant rainfall caused flooding. 
Much of the water came across from the county to 
drain into the town causing this problem. When it 
happened a second time the following year, the town 
decided action was needed. 
   The resulting study concluded the culverts R.R. 
125 and R.R. 130 required larger culverts to drain 
away water from Viking out into the country and 
into Lake Thomas. 
   The study’s recommendations were to avert the 
consequences of a potential 100-year storm, should it 
happen over Viking. 
   But Viking council no longer feels the urgent need 
for a larger culvert, and cites issues of water licensing 
for the Viking Golf and Country Club as a reason not 
to up the ante on drainage at the moment. 
   If the older culvert is taken out and replaced, the 
gates used to control water flow for the golf club will 

also be taken out. 
   At Beaver County’s June 19 meeting, council went 
into closed session early in the meeting, citing 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
(FOIP) Acts regarding “disclosure harmful to inter-
governmental relations - Rge. Rd. 130 Culvert 
Construction Agreement.” 
   After discussion about this issue, along with other 
water and personnel issues, council came out of     
session and passed a motion regarding the culvert 
issue. 
   A motion by Deputy Reeve Gene Hrabec (Division 
3) was passed calling for Beaver County Council to 
meet with Viking Council to discuss the culvert situ-
ation. 
   The culvert FOIP discussion was part of the coun-
cil meeting agenda but no information was provided 
for public viewing. 
   However, the meeting by Viking Council June 17 
did include background material regarding their 
decision to reverse the agreement to install the cul-
vert at R.R. 130. 
   A CAO report from Doug Lefsrud to Viking 
Council June 17 stated that “substantial infrastruc-
ture or environmental changes will impact the 
Viking Golf Course and their watershed license as 
well as future availability of water runoff.” 
   Viking Council agreed that the project should be 
shelved “for the time being until significant change 
to current circumstances.” 
   A week earlier on June 10, Lefsrud sent an email to 
Beaver County’s CAO Kayleena Spiess stating that, 
“currently my council has instructed me to not sign 
the construction agreement.” This agreement had 
been pending between the county and the Town of 

Viking. 
   “Council is questioning the need for this agree-
ment when there hasn’t been a need for such an 
agreement in the past.” he stated. “Especially now 
with no plans to. install water control gates on the 
new culverts” 
   He added: “Is this the new standard that munici-
palities in Beaver County will have to sign similar 
agreements for joint projects?” 
   Lefsrud concluded: “There have been two years of 
discussion around this particular project, and now an 
agreement has to be signed, which wasn’t required 
before? I would not sign until the majority of my 
council is in favour and gives me the go ahead.” 
    But county CAO Spiess questioned how the 
Viking Council’s new position would affect the 
agreement. 
   “With respect to the construction agreement, this is 
a relatively new practice for the county to prevent 
confusion when working on mutual projects,” she 
said.  
   “Recently, we have partnered with the Village of 
Holden regarding roadwork and we have required 
agreements.” 
   She said consistent monitoring of the area has 
showed that the single 900-mm culvert currently at 
R.R. 130 “has held up extremely well,” despite the 
rainfall experienced of late. 
   And she stated that, “should the town not wish to 
move forward with signing the agreement, I will 
need to discuss next steps with county council at our 
next available meeting.” 
   County Council did meet in closed session two 
days later and the motion by Hrabec to meet with 
Viking Council was passed.

County to meet with Viking over shelving of culvert project
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   A request to waive late tax payment penalties was 
denied by Beaver County Council at its July 19 reg-
ular meeting. 
   The denial occurred with council voting “to 
adhere to the Tax Payments Deemed Received 
Policy with respect to the request to waive late tax 
payment penalties…” 
   The motion to “go with the policy” was made by 
Deputy Reeve Gene Hrabec (Division 3). 
   Ryan Arndt, General Manager of Corporate 
Services, made the recommendation. 
   “The county relies on the land title and the 
Change of Address Policy to determine the address 
to which tax notices are sent,” Arndt said.  

   “The Change of Address Policy places the   
responsibility on the owner to advise of address 
changes.” 
   The 2023 taxes went to the address on the land 
title, but the notice was returned to the county office 
by the post office as undeliverable, said Arndt. On 
Oct. 31 of that year a 10 per cent penalty was added 
to the taxes owing and sent out again only to be 
returned. 
   An address change was received on Jan. 5, 2024 
via email and the county sent out the tax notice 
again, this time via email and regular mail. 
   Another six per cent penalty was imposed on Feb. 
16, 2024, and a partial payment was received on 
Feb. 22. 
   Council discussed the fact that the owners 

believed the taxes and the change of address would 
be handled by their insurance company, and includ-
ed in their monthly insurance payments, which did-
n’t happen. 
   Before his motion, Hrabec suggested putting 
information on the county website to clarify the 
issue. “I can see why people might not understand 
it,” he said. 
   “It is the property owner’s responsibility to 
ensure that they understand the agreement between 
themselves and their mortgage company at the time 
of purchase,” stated Arndt. 
   “If the county is made aware of this arrangement, 
a copy of the tax notice will also be mailed to the 
mortgage company,” he said. “In this case, the bank 
did not contact the county.”

Ratepayer denied tax penalty waiver
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   Beaver County Council gave second and 
third readings to repeal a subdivision bylaw 
at the regular meeting June 19. 
   Bylaw #24-1152 was put in place in order to 
repeal Bylaw #20-1076 - Land Use Bylaw 
Amendment (portion of Plan 022 6466, Block 
1, Lot 1). 
   Margaret Jones, Manager of Legislative 
Services, explained that on March 4, 2020, the 
former bylaw was passed to redistrict a por-
tion of  land. Only 6.65 acres of Lot 1 was 
redistricted at that time to Country 
Residential to enable Lot 1 to be sub-                 

divided. 
   “The landowner of Lot 1 did not pursue the 
subdivision application and subsequently 
sold the property,” explained Jones.  
   “The current landowner has indicated that 
he has no interest in subdivision. Therefore, 
Bylaw #20-1076 should be repealed.” 
   She added: “The new owners don’t want to 
subdivide so we should repeal the bylaw 
done for the former owners.” 
   First reading of the repealing bylaw was 
made May 22 and a public hearing was held 
June 19 where nobody attended speaking for 
or against the bylaw repeal. 
Closing Road Allowance 

   A bylaw to close the road allowance along 
the south boundary of S1/2 18-50-17-W4 was 
finalized with third reading with a motion by 
Councillor Barry Bruce (Division 4). 
   Second reading of Bylaw #23-1136 was 
already passed on May 22. 
   “The applicant has met all the conditions of 
the road closure process and administration is 
recommending that council pass third reading 
of the bylaw so the final steps of survey and 
consolidation can be completed,” said Jones. 
   She also noted that, “the applicant has paid 
fair market value for the land and will pay for 
all costs associated with consolidation of the 
road into the land.”

County repeals unnecessary subdivision 

bylaw and closes road allowance
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