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   Beaver County Council recently 
met with the Tofield Minor Hockey 
Association concerning Tofield’s 
decision to join Strathcona minor 
hockey on a one-year trial period. 
   A joint letter from the Tofield 
Agricultural Society and the Town of 
Tofield was sent to Hockey Alberta 
and Beaver County decrying this 
decision, and asking for the county’s 
support for its stance on the issue. As 
the letter was cc’d to Beaver County, 
county council met with Jason Pope, 
the local hockey association presi-
dent at council’s June 19 meeting. 
   The letter stated: “This decision is 
to join Strathcona Minor Hockey 
Association on what is being termed 
as a ‘One Year Trial.’ If this ‘Trial’ is 
successful this could lead to the dis-
solution of the Tofield Minor Hockey 
Association.” 
   The letter went on: “I’m sure you 
can appreciate our shock and dis-
pleasure with this decision…and it 
extends to the fact that none of the 
parties were consulted or given 
advance notice of this intent. Truly, 
communication was non-existent in 
this regard on all levels.” 
   Reeve Kevin Smook explained to 
Pope that, although the issue isn’t in 
their area of governance, it affects 
many people within the county as 
well as Tofield itself. For that reason, 
he said  council had an interest in the 
issue. 
   Pope called the move to Strathcona 
“a pilot project,” adding: “The intent 
is to enhance user availability for the 
arena in Tofield.” He predicted that 
teams from Strathcona would also be 
coming to the rink to play, there 
would be a 45 per cent increase in its 
use, or an equivalent to 1,000 more 
hours of use. 
   He added that under the previous 
system, parents have had to travel 
excessively to places like Jasper 

(three times in one season) and pay 
for that travel as well. 
   With the players joining 
Strathcona, “all the travel will be 
done in a reasonable amount of time 
(going) to Edmonton and surround-
ing towns,” he said. “It’s the reason 
why parents voted to give it a try this 
year.” 
   The decision had been made at the 
Tofield Minor Hockey Association 
Annual General Meeting this spring. 
   “Thanks for stepping up,” said 
Deputy Reeve Gene Hrabec 
(Division 3), noting he has been a 
travelling hockey parent himself 
when his children played hockey. 
   Hrabec said the county has 
received a request from the Town of 
Tofield and the Tofield Ag Society to 
support their letter to Hockey 
Alberta. 
   “It’s not our building but it does 
affect our residents,” he said. But he 
added: “I appreciate you stepping 
up…and I know you can’t please 
everyone,” with this decision. 
   The Holden Ag Society has also 
been dealing with the question of 
whether to close their ice arena as 
participation numbers dwindle and 
facility costs increase. In fact, the 
county and the village contributed 
funds to keep the doors open January 
and February this year until the sea-
son ended in March. The Ag Society 
has since gone on record as deter-
mined to maintain their ice in the 
Holden Complex rink next season. 
Hrabec, who is a Holden Ag member, 
has himself expressed doubts of the 
viability of that goal. 
   Pope indicated that “some kids 
from Holden Minor Hockey are 
going with us to Strathcona,” adding 
he “prefers they come to Strathcona 
and give it a try.” 
   Hrabec also said that minor hockey 
numbers are dwindling in Viking 
over the last few years, as Holden 
players, who have joined Viking 

teams in the past, start going else-
where. 
   Pope replied that Holden players 
“will try this pilot out… and give it a 
shot,” adding that boundaries would 
have to be “rejigged” if the pilot proj-
ect “moves forward” and becomes 
permanent. 
   Hrabec also expressed the desire 
for Viking players to join as well. “I 
hope if somebody from Viking 
would look to come that way,” he 
said, stating, ”That would be okay.” 
   Pope agreed but said Viking play-
ers often go north to teams in 
Vegreville or south to the Battle River 
Knights in Flagstaff. 
   But Reeve Smook came back to the 
original discussion, calling the 
change to Strathcona “a generational 
decision,” adding: 
   “In my opinion we will lose some-
thing along the way,” he said, noting 
the millions of dollars spent on 
upgrades to the Tofield Arena were 
made by the ag society, “without 
knowing this was going to happen.” 
   And, “with no minor hockey in 
Tofield would they still be able to 
host Provincials?” he asked. 
   Pope replied that “there would be 
an opportunity to host Provincials 
with the Strathcona group.” 
   And, “with the one year trial, many 
hockey teams from Edmonton and 
surrounding communities would 
come to Tofield,” he said, calling it 
“good for local business. It shouldn’t 
leave the ice empty as has happened 
in previous years.” 
   Pope also stated that “If it works 
100 per cent, business feels support-
ed and people feel better…It will be 
playing hockey under the Strathcona 
banner but they will be playing in 
Tofield.” 
   Smook countered that his concern 
was mainly for the younger players. 
He took his kids to minor hockey as 
youngsters and they stayed close to 
home in those days, he said. 

   Pope said there will be a meeting 
Tuesday, June 25, this week where 
the associations would be ironing out 
details. But he expected the “local 
flavour” would be kept with the U7’s 
staying in Tofield, along with the 
U9’s “as much as possible within the 
Tofield arena.” 
   Smook said that, although the 
county supports minor hockey, there 
is no official support for the decision 
taken by the Tofield association to 
join Strathcona. 
   “We don’t (officially) support or 
take an official position on the deci-
sion by the organization,” he said, 
noting recent reports about the coun-
ty giving official support were not 
accurate. 
   Pope said everyone was welcome 
to attend the meeting this week and 
ask questions. 
   “This decision wasn’t made lightly 
it’s a trial project,” he said. “If it does-
n’t go well we will be back here to 
play minor hockey at the end of the 
day.” 
   The Tofield Ag Society and Town of 
Tofield felt differently as expressed in 
their letter requesting county sup-
port 
   “The lifeblood, or fabric of a com-
munity can be tied to youth, their 
families and the support these in 
conjunction bring to their towns vil-
lages, etc. 
   “This can be felt as part and parcel 
for Tofield. This fabric is felt in no 
greater fashion than at the Tofield 
Arena,” stated the letter. 
   “This facility has acted as a hub for 
community activities, functions, and 
a gathering spot for families and 
friends to not only partake in sport-
ing events but also camaraderie.” 
   The letter goes on to explain that all 
this would be in jeopardy if the  pilot 
project proves successful and there 
would no longer be a minor hockey 
association in Tofield.

Tofield Minor Hockey speaks to county council 
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   Beaver County’s council chambers is getting a 
facelift this year with help from council motions 
made following discussion on the renovation’s 
parameters June 17. 
   Administration was seeking a previously unbud-
geted amount of $250,000 for audio/visual, flooring, 
and furniture upgrades to council chambers. 
   The funds would come from the Claystone 
reserves, and not from taxes, said Deputy Reeve 
Gene Hrabec (Division 3), stressing this was  impor-
tant for ratepayers to know. 
   Dan Blackie, General Manager of infrastructure, 
gave a report detailing the renovations required. 
   The council chamber’s current audio/visual sys-
tem was installed during large scale renovations to 
the county office building in 2013. 
   “Unfortunately, technology changes very quickly 
and the system is now obsolete,” he said. “With 
demands for online access and recent provincial leg-
islation to enable virtual public participation at hear-
ings the system must be replaced with current tech-
nology.” 
   After researching different options and visiting 
other municipalities to see their systems, administra-
tion is recommending the Televic system be adopted. 
   Reasons for this included the technical support 

provided (the current system is unsupported) and its 
ability to expand with changing needs. 
   Currently electrical chords on the floor are becom-
ing tripping hazards, with all electrical outlets 
installed into the concrete flooring, making it difficult 
to change the room around or the furniture. 
   Custom made desks would help with space needs 
and prevent the need for more expensive construc-
tion later to enlarge the room. 
   Also recommended were small privacy screening 
along the front of the desks for a more professional 
look. The report included the need for individual 
microphones, which would also contain a welcome 
screen for user and meeting introductions, a timer for 
speaker or presenter, a voting screen, voting results, 
and individual speakers. Individual cameras were 
also recommended. 
   Hrabec said he felt the process presented was 
“putting the cart before the horse,” and proposed 
starting with an RFD first with figures attached for 
the different aspects of the project. 
   Blackie said there were “ball park numbers” pro-
vided for council in the report presented. 
   “Timing is an issue,” added Chief Administrative 
Officer (CAO) Kayleena Spiess. “We can’t do it in the 
timeline we are offering if we do it his (Hrabec’s) 
way.” 
   And the county doesn’t know at this point if other 

problems will be discovered during the renovation 
phase which could further delay things. 
   She also said the upgrades will be an incentive for 
other groups in the community to use the council 
chambers, addressing Hrabec’s concern that renova-
tions aren’t needed when the chambers are only used 
by council 20 times a year. 
   “We need to get up with the times,” she said, not-
ing the county has had “good quotes from reputable 
vendors,” adding: “We are far behind the times.” 
   Council did go into closed session to provide 
Hrabec with more information. 
    After coming out of closed session, two motions 
were passed with Councillor Lionel Williams 
(Division 2) directing administration to proceed with 
the cited upgrades, and Reeve Kevin Smook’s 
(Division 1) motion to approve a budget of $250,000. 
Both motions were passed by council. 
   “I think this is a very good investment,” said 
Councillor Barry Bruce (Division 4), He noted that 
the recent open house held in Bruce showed the peo-
ple are very interested in what council is doing. 
   “So everyone tuning in at home (during meetings) 
will get much better pictures,” he said, of the coming 
new audio/visual equipment. 
   Smook added that, “the province expects council to 
have better visuals for the viewing public.”

Patricia Harcourt 
 
   Equity Industrial Park has a newly updated area 
structure plan as a step toward increasing economic 
growth there. 
   Another step was for Beaver County Council to 
accept the contents of a report on short-term agricul-
ture and short-term fire suppression plans presented 
by administration. 
   A further step was taken at the June 19 meeting of 
council to address water needs by businesses within 
the industrial park who can’t expand without more 
capacity built into the system. 
   Administration asked for council to approve up to 
$50,000 from the Industrial Parks reserve fund to 
provide engineering work needed before work is 
done to expand the regional waterline capacity as it 
relates to the industrial park. 
   This water viability project is part of the long-term 
focus for increasing water capacity in the park, a nec-
essary component for expanding light industry 

there. 
   Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) Kayleena 
Spiess told council the area structure plan “was the 
first step towards another of council’s goals - eco-
nomic development for industrial parks.” 
   When the Equity park was getting an updated area 
structure plan, “it included an analysis and discus-
sions with the Highway 14 Regional Water Services 
Commission regarding the current water supply and 
future capacity of water to businesses in the EIP,” 
stated CAO Spiess. 
   “A natural extension of this project is a detailed 
engineering assessment of the existing water sup-
ply,” she said, involving “infrastructure and recom-
mendations for optimizing water supply to the park 
and other areas in the county,” including the use of 
drought mitigation. 
   She recommended hiring the consultants used for 
the area structure plan, Beairisto and Associates, “for 
time’s sake,” as they are familiar with the parametres 
involved. 

   With no discussion, Councillor Lionel Williams 
(Division 2) made the motion approving the expen-
diture requested for the reasons provided. The 
motion was carried without debate.  
   The water viability project will include “discus-
sions with and support for the other municipalities’ 
needs,” said Spiess, as all of the four urban areas in 
the county also receive their water from the regional 
waterline. 
   “In particular, the engineer will be required to 
work with the Village of Ryley regarding its pur-
chase of the waterline (distribution pipes within the 
village), which will have an impact on the water sup-
ply to the EIP,” her report stated. 
   And “time is of the essence,” she added, due to the 
fact there are businesses within the industrial park 
“that are facing expansion challenges, due to limited 
capacity.” 
   And the threat of a drought still persists, she said, 
even with the rains experienced this spring helping 
to mitigate this in the short-term.

Patricia Harcourt 
 
   The deputy reeve of Beaver County sought and 
received official support from his fellow councillors 
in a bid to run for president of the Rural 
Municipalities of Alberta board. 
   Gene Hrabec, who represents Division 3, has 
served as Chair of the RMA’s Zone 5 in the past. He 
explained at council’s May regular meeting, that he 
“was looking for council support in the fall,” at the 
RMA convention. The bid is being made due to a 
upcoming vacancy in the president’s chair. 
   Hrabec also said it would be an opportunity to get 
some “local movement” on topics of importance to 
the county. 
   “I think there is some value of involvement for the 
community,” he said. 
   A motion by Division 5 Councillor Dale Pederson 

“that council support Deputy Reeve Hrabec in his 
efforts to seek nomination to the position of presi-
dent of the Rural Municipalities of Alberta Board,” 
was then passed by council. 
   One of the issues Beaver County is looking for 
movement on - home care in local senior lodges - was 
also discussed at the meeting. 
   Council agreed with a motion by Reeve Kevin 
Smook (Division 1) to support the Beaver 
Foundation Board in its efforts to meet with the 
Minister of Seniors, Communities and Social Services 
with respect to 24/7 home care support in the Beaver 
Region’s lodges and supportive living accommoda-
tions.  
   Chief Administrative Officer Kayleena Spiess 
explained that the resolution would be presented at 
the RMA convention in the fall. 
   Hrabec, who is chair of the Beaver Foundation 

overseeing the seniors’ facilities in the county, spoke 
in favour of the motion. 
   “It’s more than just meeting with the minister,” he 
said. “It’s a cross ministry effort. And it’s more than 
just a seniors thing, it’s health care in general,” that is 
important. 
   For that reason, Hrabec said he “wants the health 
minister included as well,” in the meetings. “Their 
department is needed to make the changes. It’s a big-
ger, broader effort,” he explained. 
   Smook’s original motion was amended to include 
“the minister of health” at the proposed meetings. 
   Hrabec made the second motion to support the 
submission of resolutions to both the Alberta 
Municipalities and the RMA conventions regarding 
the provision of full-time home care support in sen-
iors lodges and supportive living accommodations. 
This motion was also carried.

Council to support deputy reeve’s bid as RMA president

Engineering initial start to building water capacity at industrial park

Council Chambers to get number of upgrades 
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